
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
1212 First Avenue West 

Spencer, Iowa 51301-3503   
                             

Church Office: 712-262-4392  
Pastor’s Cell: 864-407-9022                                                                             

Website: www.congospencer.org 

Facebook: FirstCongregationalChurchofSpencerIA 

YouTube: search for “CongoSpencerIA”         
                            
 

November 30, 2025                                         10:30 a.m. 

AN ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

HANGING OF THE GREENS 

November 30, 2025                                          10:30 a.m. 
                                   FOR YOUR REFLECTION 

‘The Lord is coming, always coming. When you have ears to hear and 
eyes to see, you will recognize him at any moment of your life. Life is 
Advent; life is recognizing the coming of the Lord.”       — Henri Nouwen 

 

PRELUDE                “Hanging of the Greens”        arr. by C.E. Walz 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                  Pastor Shazzy Britz 
*LITANY OF THE GREENS (Congregational Response) 
 LEADER:  How can we prepare this house for the coming of 
   Jesus, the King?   

 PEOPLE:  With branches of cedar, the tree of royalty.  
 LEADER:  How shall we prepare this house for the coming of 
   Jesus, the eternal Christ?  
 PEOPLE: With garlands of wreaths of pine and fir, 
   whose leaves are ever living, ever green. 
 LEADER:  How shall we prepare this house for the coming of 
   Jesus, our savior? 

 PEOPLE:  With arrangements of holly and ivy,  
   symbolizing His passion, death and  
   resurrection. 
 LEADER:  How shall we prepare this house for the coming of 
   Jesus, the Son of God? 

 PEOPLE: By hearing again the words of the prophets 
   who foretold the saving work of God. 
 LEADER:  For God did not send His Son into the world to 
   condemn the world, but that the world through 
   Him might be saved. 
 ALL:  All Glory to God in the highest! 
MORNING PRAYER                                    Pastor Shazzy Britz 
*OPENING HYMN     “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”         #89 

THE OFFERING        Ponder the gifts you will offer to God 

                                  your tithes, your time, your resources. 
 OFFERTORY              “Count Your Blessings”                  #281 

 *DOXOLOGY                                                               #563 

UNDERSTANDING HANGING OF THE GREENS     Pastor Shazzy 

PARAMENTS              Isaiah 40:3-5                           Reader 1 

HYMN                        “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”        vs 1,2  #92 

ADVENT WREATH           Jeremiah 23:5-6                       Reader 2 

HYMN                           “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”       vs 1,3 #110 



WREATHS AND GARLAND      Isaiah 9:2, 6-7                 Reader 3 

HYMN                       “Canticle of the Turning”                 vs 1,4 #88 

HOLLY & IVY             Isaiah 53:3a, 4a, 5-6                    Reader 4 

HYMN           “Up From the Grave He Arose”          vs 1,3 #207 

POINSETTIA                  Numbers 24:17                           Reader 5 

HYMN                      “Nothing but the Blood”                vs 1,4 #326 

MANGER                           Luke 2:6-7                               Reader 6                                        
HYMN                       “Away in a Manger”                           #132 

CAROLING                      Psalm 96:1-4a, 6                        Reader 7 

HYMN                 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”              vs 1 #123 

HYMN                       “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                  vs 1 #100 

HYMN                     “O Little Town of Bethlehem”              vs 1 #112 

EVERGREEN TREE          Micah 5:2, 4                             Reader 8 

HYMN                              “O Holy Night”                         vs 1 #113 

TREE LIGHTING            John 1:1-5, 9-14                       Reader 9 

CLOSING HYMN       “Joy to the World/Unspeakable Joy”                         
*BENEDICTION (Congregational Response) 
 LEADER:  Go forth from this place an awakened people, 
   aware of the world's darkness, yet reaching for
   the light. 
 PEOPLE:  We see God at work in our world, and that 
   makes all the difference. 
 LEADER:  Go forth from this place an expectant people, 
   conscious of judgment in our midst, yet  
   welcoming God's new order and justice. 
 PEOPLE: We welcome God's new day, believing that 
   Christ will set us free.   

 LEADER:  Go forth from this place a serving people,  
                               sensing anew the pain so many bear, yet  
   confident God  will bring healing, even through  
     you.  
 PEOPLE:  We open ourselves as channels of God's 
   grace, for we have heard good news and 
   we have been empowered to share it. 
 LEADER:  May the God of peace be with us all, this season 
   and forever. Amen. 
POSTLUDE          “The Advent of Our God”       by Edward Broughton 

 

 

    
                                  *All who are able please stand.       

 

Proud to be a member of the National Association of 
Congregational Christian Churches.  

MISSION STATEMENT ~ FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH ~ SPENCER, IOWA 

The First Congregational Church of Spencer joyfully worships and praises God. Bound by our 
covenant, we strive to be the Body of Christ throughout the world by loving, helping and    
supporting our church family and others through fellowship, missions, and outreach. Our    
philosophy encourages all people to experience God’s grace by freely thinking and building 
personal relationships with Christ to the glory of God. 

Ministers—All 
 Pastor—David Lyons 

pastor@congospencer.org 

Education Coordinator—Katie Baltes 
congospencer.ed@gmail.com  

Church Secretary—Michelle Tullberg 

office@congospencer.org 

Assistant Secretary—Amber Stoutenborough 

amber@congospencer.org 

Organist/Accompanist/Bell Choir &   
Choir Director—Elina Ozolins-Leander 

 

Proud to be a member of the National Association 
of Congregational Christian Churches.  

MISSION STATEMENT ~ FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH ~ SPENCER, IOWA 

The First Congregational Church of Spencer joyfully worships and praises God. Bound by our 
covenant, we strive to be the Body of Christ throughout the world by loving, helping and    
supporting our church family and others through fellowship, missions, and outreach. Our    
philosophy encourages all people to experience God’s grace by freely thinking and building 
personal relationships with Christ to the glory of God. 

Ministers—All 
 Pastor—Pastor Shazzy Britz 

pastor@congospencer.org 

Director of Children & Youth Ministries—Katie Baltes 
dcym@congospencer.org 

Church Secretary—Michelle Tullberg 

office@congospencer.org 

Assistant Secretary—Amber Stoutenborough 

amber@congospencer.org 

Organist/Accompanist/Bell Choir &   
Choir Director—Elina Ozolins-Leander 

Building Manager—Lori Haburn 

Do You Give With Cash or 
Check? 

We strongly encourage you to 
switch to digital giving! Scan this 

ONLINE GIVING WITH 
TITHE.LY 

 

 

Fellowship Hour: Jim & Linda Maxson 

Greeter: Kella Klinker-Simonin 

Nursery: Cate Munter 
Sight, Sound & Light: Matt Bryant, Robbie       
Gerlock, Tommy Gerlock, Max Munter 
Usher: Frank Edington & Joel Oldenkamp 



HANGING OF THE GREENS 

DECEMBER 1, 2024 

 

READERS 

 

READER 1  McGuire Family 

 

READER 2  Baltes Family 

 

READER 3  Schmidt Family 

 

READER 4  Bill & Sally Phelps 
 

READER 5  Doug & Sandy Hart 
 

READER 6  Tom & Katie Howe 

 

READER 7  Lori Black 

 

READER 8  Lori Black 

 

READER 9  Pastor Shazzy 

 

 



 

 

 

Adopt A Family/Senior 

Select ornaments and return gifts by December 2.  
 

The Adopt A Family Tree is located in the Narthex. 
The Adopt a Senior Tree is located in the Education wing.  

You are invited to adorn the  

 

scarves, mittens, hats, socks, coats, etc.  
Donations to Upper Des Moines Opportunity. 

Located in the Education wing.  

UDMO Food Donations 
Non perishable food and hygiene products needed. 
Barrels located in the Narthex & Education Wing. 



UDMO Food  
Donations 

December 
Toilet Paper 

SUNDAY ANNOUNCEMENTS, NOVEMBER 30 2025 

 †Please let us know your joys and concerns, if you are live streaming go to the  
   YouTube chat box and type in your prayer request and they will be  
   announced in worship. 
† If you are visiting the church, we have welcome sacks in the back of the  
   sanctuary for you. Please leave your name and contact information on the  
   table. We are so very happy you are here, welcome! 
† Christmas offering is slated for Feed Our Children. They are in their fourteenth  
   year of providing weekend bags of food to our local children in need. They are     
   a local Spencer program and all proceeds will stay in Spencer.  
† Adopt-A-Family/Adopt-A-Senior—Please take an ornament off the tree located  
   in the back of the sanctuary, sign the white circle and drop it in the basket.  
   Shop, wrap, and return by December 2. Time is running out. Instructions  
   are on the poster board by the tree for further details.  
† Mitten Tree is located in the education wing, looking for gloves, mittens,  
   scarves, socks, boots, coats etc. All donations are going to UDMO.  
† Pastor Shazzy’s Christmas Open House Friday, December 12 5:00-7:00 come &  
   go.  
† UDMO December donations: toilet paper.  
† Please help ensure all doors to the church are locked, check the door behind  
   you when exiting the church if it is not during office hours.  
† Joys & Concerns: Sara Breyette (former foster daughter of Randy & Judy Van  
   Dyke, Bill Green, Karen Forbes, Linda Edwardson, Judy Hemphill, Sally Holck,  
   Allison (Swenning) Mason, David Ozolins (brother of Elina Ozolins-Leander),  
   Sally Phelps, Kaye Price, Mary Schomaker, Joyce Wagner, Sherry Weikum,  
   Spencer Community. 
† We pray for our military personnel: Evan Ball, Brandon Black, Mark Ivey,  
   Nathan Jones, Kathryn Polking, Patrick Sullivan, and Daniel Wilkerson.  
† We pray for our nursing home residents and those at home: John Abele,  
   Jennie Byrn, Bonnie Crosser, Bill Green, Mary Lou Hoffman, Carol Kettelkamp,  
   Marcie Muckey, Polly Nelson, Dean Sauders, Mary Schomaker, Janet Swanson,  
   Gloria Tingle, and Joyce Wagner. 

December 1 

9:00—2:00 

December 15   
1:00—6:00  

Congo Night Out 
Plaza Mexico 

December 2  5:30-7:00 

Call office to sign up 

 

Holly Jolly Market 
Saturday, December 6 

9:00-3:00 

 

Budget Recap 

                   2025 Budget   $250,000 

        YTD Blessings Received           $164,967 

                  YTD Budget Needs           $  86,250 

Pastor Shazzy’s 

Holiday Open House 

December 12 

5:00-7:00 Come & Go 

Christmas Offering 

Feed Our Children 

Proceeds stay  
in Spencer 



 

 

 

Upcoming Events:   
December 1    LifeServe Blood Center 9:00-2:00 

December 1    CME 5:30 

December 1    Grief Share 6:00-8:00 

December 1    Service of Remembrance at Living Word 6:30 

December 2    Adopt-A-Family/ Adopt-A-Senior gifts return 

December 2    Tuesday Morning Bible Study 10:00 

December 2    Congo Night Out Plaza Mexico 5:30-7:00 

December 2    Narcotics Anonymous 7:00 

December 3    Staff Meeting 1:30 

December 3    Bell Choir 5:00 

December 3    Choir 6:00 

December 3    Spencer Congo Youth 6:00-8:00 

December 3    Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 

December 4    Executive Council 6:30 

December 6    Holly Jolly Market 9:00-3:00 

December 7    Adult Education 9:00 

December 7    Sunday School 9:30 

December 7    Worship & Communion 10:30 

December 7    Fellowship Hour 11:30 

December 7    Christmas Program Practice 11:45-12:30 

December 7    Narcotics Anonymous 7:00 

December 8    Grief Share 6:00-8:00 

December 9    Tuesday Morning Bible Study 10:00 

December 9    CMF 4:00 

December 9    Narcotics Anonymous 7:00 

December 10   Staff Meeting 1:30 

December 10   Bell Choir 5:00 

December 10   Choir 6:00 

December 10   Spencer Congo Youth 6:00-8:00 

December 10   Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 

December 11   MARS 7:00  
December 12   Pastor Shazzy’s Holiday Open House 5:00-7:00 Come & Go 

December 14   Adult Education 9:00 

December 14   Sunday School 9:30 

December 14   Worship & Children’s Christmas Program 

December 14   Christmas Dinner 11:30-12:15 

December 14   Narcotics Anonymous 7:00 

December 15   LifeServe Blood Center 1:00-6:00 

December 15   Grief Share 6:00-8:00 Last Class 
December 16   Tuesday Morning Bible Study 10:00 

December 16   Narcotics Anonymous 7:00 

December 17   Staff Meeting 1:30 

December 17   Bell Choir 5:00 

December 17   Choir 6:00 

December 17   Spencer Congo Youth 6:00-8:00 

December 17   Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 

December 18   CMW 6:00 

December 21   Adult Education 9:00 

December 21   Worship 10:30 

December 21   Fellowship Hour 11:30 

December 21   CMM 11:50 

December 21   Narcotics Anonymous 

 

 

 


