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AN ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD

BAPTISM OF OUR LORD

January 11, 2026 10:30 a.m

FOR YOUR REFLECTION
"There are no constraints on the human mind, no walls around the hu-
man spirit, no barriers to our progress except those we ourselves erect.
—Ronald Reagan

7

PRELUDE “Wade in the Water”
GREETING
LEADER: The Lord be with you. (extending arms)
PEOPLE: And also with you.
(Congregation responds with extended arms)
*CALL To WORSHIP
LEADER: Welcome to worship this day!
PEOPLE: \INe have come seeking God'’s blessings and
ove.
LEADER: They shall be given to you.
PEOPLE: We have come seeking forgiveness and
healing.
LEADER: These will be offered to you. Open your hearts to
receive God’s Good News.

PEOPLE: We open our hearts to all of God’s words
and ways for us. AMEN.

*PRAISE SONG “Wade in the Water” #512

*INVOCATION: Spirit of righteousness, God of power and
might, help us be a light to the nations and a reflection
of your glorious salvation. Work in our lives and in our
ministries, that the world might know the power of your
love and grace. As you descended upon Jesus at His
baptism, descend upon us this day, that we may be a
people of hope and possibility. Wash us clean and renew
our spirits, through Jesus Christ, our lord. Amen.

RECEPTON OF NEW MEMBER (see insert)
*CHURCH COVENANT (see screen)
*GLORIA PATRI

ANNOUNCEMENTS
MINUTE FOR MISSION  Spencer Congo Youth

by Shelton Ridge Love

Alison Munter
Katie Baltes

*ALL WHO ARE ABLE PLEASE STAND



*PAsS THE PEACE
YOUNG DISCIPLE'S MOMENT
*PASTORAL PRAYER

& LORD’S PRAYER (see screen)

THE OFFERING Ponder the gifts you will offer to God:
your tithes, your time, your resources.
“The Light of the World Is Jesus”
by Michael Cox
*DOXOLOGY #563
*OFFERTORY PRAYER
MIDDLE HYMN “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness”  vs1 &3 #239
EPISTLE READING Acts 10:34-43 pg. 840

Gwen Denekas

OFFERTORY

SERMON “The Great Barrier Breaker” Pastor Shazzy Britz
*CLOSING HYMN “Here I Am, Lord” #541
*BENEDICTION

*CHORAL BLESSING “God Be With You” #580

God be with you till we meet again

By his counsels guide, uphold you,

With his sheep securely fold you;

God be with you till we meet again. Amen.

POSTLUDE “Down to the River to Pray” by. Mark Hayes

*ALL WHO ARE ABLE PLEASE STAND

Acolyte: Kingston Baltes
Fellowship Hour: Jim & Vickie Montgomery

sl -4 Greeter: Curt & Anita Miller
4 . Nursery: Grace Simpson
& N  Sjght, Sound & Light: Matt Bryant, Robbie

: W 4 Gerlock, Tommy Gerlock, Max Munter

Ushers: Kayann Rose
Worship Assistant. Alison Munter
Young Disciples Moment: Gwen Denekas

ONLINE GIVING WITH
TITHE.LY

Do You Give With Cash or
Check?

We strongly encourage you to
switch to digital giving! Scan this
QR code with your smart phone

Ministers—All

Pastor—Pastor Shazzy Britz
pastor@congospencer.org

Director of Children & Youth Ministries—Katie Baltes
dcym@congospencer.org

Church Secretary—Michelle Tullberg
office@congospencer.org
Organist/Accompanist/Bell Choir &

Choir Director—Elina Ozolins-Leander

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH BUI'dIng Manager—Lori Haburn

Proud to be a member of the National Association /")ﬁ
of Congregational Christian Churches. - NACCC

MISSION STATEMENT ~ FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH ~ SPENCER, IOWA

The First Congregational Church of Spencer joyfully worships and praises God. Bound by our
covenant, we strive to be the Body of Christ throughout the world by loving, helping and
supporting our church family and others through fellowship, missions, and outreach. Our
philosophy encourages all people to experience God’s grace by freely thinking and building
personal relationships with Christ to the glory of God.




JANUARY 11, 2026 RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBER

WELCOMING INTO MEMBERSHIP: Lily Kime

Introduction & Calling Forth of New Member

MEMBERSHIP COVENANT

Do you profess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your trust in His grace, and
promise to serve Him as your Lord in union with the Church that Christ has
opened to people of all ages, nations, and races?

Ido.

Will you continue to strive to know and do God’s will, as revealed to you in the
scriptures, in prayer, in your life experience, and throughout the community of
faith?

I will.

According to the grace given to you, will you remain a faithful member of
Christ’s holy Church and serve as Christ’s representative in the world, offering
the support of your prayers, talents, resources, and the gift of presence?

I will.

Do you wish to take upon yourself full membership in our church, the First
Congregational Church of Spencer?

Ido.
TO THE CONGREGATION

Do you, the members of First Congregational Church, willingly and joyfully re-
ceive this fellow pilgrim as you would receive Christ? Do you offer to share with
her the joys and responsibilities of membership; to continue to pray for her; to
nurture her in her spiritual growth; and together with Lily, to strive to follow
God's call to faith and service?

We do.
PRAYER BY LAYING OF HANDS

WELCOME TO THE CONGREGATION



SUNDAY ANNOUNCEMENTS, JANUARY 11, 2026

tPlease let us know your joys and concerns, if you are live streaming go to the
YouTube chat box and type in your prayer request and they will be
announced in worship.

T If you are visiting the church, we have welcome sacks in the back of the
sanctuary for you. Please leave your name and contact information on the
table. We are so very happy you are here, welcome!

T The office will be closed Monday, January 19 in observance of MLK Day.

T LifeServe Blood Center, Monday, January 19 1:00-6:00.

T Church Family Winter Social; Saturday, January 24 from 5:00-7:00. Bring an
appetizer to share, enjoy games, puzzles, and connect through conversation
with friends of all ages. All ages welcome, bring a friend! Contact Katie with
any questions.

t Church Annual Meeting & Installation of Officers will be held Sunday, January
25, immediately following church service.

T UDMO January donations: soup and crackers.

T Please help ensure all doors to the church are locked, check the door behind
you when exiting the church if it is not during office hours.

T Joys & Concerns: Angie Edington, Fran Grover, Sara Breyette (former foster
daughter of Randy & Judy Van Dyke, Bill Green, Karen Forbes, Linda
Edwardson, Judy Hemphill, Allison (Swenning) Mason, David Ozolins (brother
of Elina Ozolins-Leander), Sally Phelps, Kaye Price, Mary Schomaker, Gloria
Tingle, Joyce Wagner, Sherry Weikum, Spencer Community.

T We pray for our military personnel: Evan Ball, Brandon Black, Mark Ivey,
Nathan Jones, Kathryn Polking, Patrick Sullivan, and Daniel Wilkerson.

T We pray for our nursing home residents and those at home: John Abele,
Jennie Byrn, Bonnie Crosser, Bill Green, Mary Lou Hoffman, Carol Kettelkamp,
Marcie Muckey, Polly Nelson, Dean Sauders, Mary Schomaker, Janet Swanson,
Gloria Tingle, and Joyce Wagner.

AL 5:00-7:00 January 25

Church Family Winter Social Annual Meeting & :
¥ Installation of Officers i
4l Saturday, January 24 nstallation o ‘

L
All Are Welcome, Bring A Friend! Following Worship

Spencer Congo Youth
Soup Supper

/ Sunday, January 25

! Following Annual Meeting

January 19 €% Life

1:00—6:00
~ UDMO Food

24 EJ‘;T&E Office Closed Donations ]
DAY January 19 January e

for Presidents Day Soup & Crackers




Upcoming Events:

January 11
January 11
January 11
January 11
January 11
January 13
January 13
January 14
January 14
January 14
January 14
January 14
January 15
January 15
January 18
January 18
January 18
January 18
January 18
January 19
January 19
January 20
January 20
January 21
January 21
January 21
January 21
January 21
January 24
January 25
January 25
January 25
January 25
January 25
January 27
January 27
January 28
January 28
January 28
January 28
January 28

Adult Education 9:00

Sunday School 9:30

Worship 10:30

Fellowship Hour 11:30

Narcotics Anonymous 7:00
Tuesday Morning Bible Study 10:00
Narcotics Anonymous 7:00

Staff Meeting 1:30

Bell Choir 5:00

Choir 6:00

Spencer Congo Youth 6:00
Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00
Mayflower Circle 1:00

MARS 7:00

Adult Education 9:00

Sunday School 9:30

Worship 10:30

Fellowship Hour 11:30

Narcotics Anonymous 7:00

MLK Day Office Closed

LifeServe Blood Center 1:00-6:00
Tuesday Morning Bible Study 10:00
Narcotics Anonymous 7:00

Staff Meeting 1:30

Bell Choir 5:00

Choir 6:00

Spencer Congo Youth 6:00-8:00
Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00
Church Family Winter Social 5:00-7:00
Adult Education 9:00

Sunday School 9:30

Worship & Annual Meeting & Installation of Officers 10:30
Spencer Congo Youth Soup Supper 11:30
Narcotics Anonymous 7:00
Tuesday Morning Bible Study 10:00
Narcotics Anonymous 7:00

Staff Meeting 1:30

Bell Choir 5:00

Choir 6:00

Spencer Congo Youth 6:00-8:00
Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00



