
First Congregational Church
1212 First Avenue West
Spencer IA, 5101

Return Service Requested

Remember to pray for our sister churches

NACCC Missions
A CHRISTIAN MINISTRY IN THE NATIONAL PARKS (Colorado)

HOSANNA INDUSTRIES (Pennsylvania)
MORGAN SCOTT PROJECT (Tennessee)

EDUCATIONAL CONCERNS FOR HUNGER ORG. (ECHO) (Florida)
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“Notes From The Pastor”
Dear Congo family,

 I pray that the month of June was fruitful, as we head into the seventh month of the year.
Graduation parties have ceased, and for many families, it is time to enjoy the rest of the

summer.
First Congo is once again facing an unexpected staff transition, which has affected everyone
and significantly increased my workload in the first weeks of June. However, we are blessed

that Mariana has stepped in to temporarily help out in the office until she heads back to
college in August. We are confident we will have a full-time secretary by then or at least be in

the process of hiring someone. 
In the busyness of our daily lives, it’s easy to forget to pause and breathe, something that I

know I am guilty of, until I reach the point of near exhaustion. This month, I want to
encourage you to lean into God's promise of rest. Let us actively create space to slow down,

care for our souls, and connect with one another. 

You are so deeply loved.

Blessings,
Pastor Shazzy

Hospitalizations/Surgeries/Testings...
Barb Garnatz fell and broke her arm
Matt Bryant is undergoing testing for his back in Sioux Falls

Welcome...
We want to give a warm welcome to our new custodian Darin Storm 

       who began on July first! We are so blessed to have you join us.

CHURCH NEWS

Thank You...

Dear First Congo Church Familly, It was such a blessing to receive multiple cards and to know you had
us in your prayers. Rosley & Sam are doing well and we are hoping to be discharged from the NICU
soon. This really means a lot to me as I had so many great memories & experiences with everyone at
the church. Thank you for still considering me and my family as family of the church!

Kyle & Family

Flagfest- Thank you to all who took part in the FlagFest parade. Whether you packed a goodie bag,
helped put the float together, or attended that day, a BIG THANK YOU.

Thank you Michelle for all your years of service and dedication to our church as secretary. We
appreciate all the hard work and compassion that you brought to the church and pray for you in your
new adventures.

Thank you so much for your kindess and generosity in allowing us to use your church for our baby
shower! It meant a lot to us to be able to celebrate in such a welcoming and beautiful space surrounded
by our friends and family.

Callie & Angel (great niece of Kella Klinker-Simonin) 

1
1
2
3
4
4
5
5
6

To my First Congregational Family, Thank you so much for the July 4  package of candy. th

Thank you again.
Dean Saunders
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Mayflower Circle 
will meet at the church 

@ 11 a.m. to carpool to the Ritz for lunch.
Thurs., July 16th

We’ll head back to the church for our meeting in the Fireside
Room.

All women of the church 
are invited. 

 

 
UPCOMING MISSION TRIP WITH 

NEXT STEP MINISTRIES
Cheyenne River, 

 South Dakota
July 19—25, 2026

 

Congo
Cackles

WHAT’S HAPPENING

We are looking for a professional and
passionate person to join our team.

Salary: Minimum $18 per hour,
commensurate with experience.

Pastor@congospencer.org
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Flag Fest Parade and Jay & Lily OldenKamp Wedding

EVENTS
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Upcoming Events

Join us for the blessing of
the backpacks & Rally
Day on August 23rd 

T-Shirts are available to order for
$15.00

Notes from Katie
Thank you, First Congregational Church, for supporting our fundraising efforts this past year

and helping make our trip to BigStuf Camp in Panama City Beach, Florida, possible!
We had an amazing week and truly felt the presence of the Holy Spirit among us. During camp,

two girls accepted Jesus for the first time, and four others recommitted their lives to Him. We
experienced powerful worship sessions led by Tega Taylor, Reed Moore, and Gerald Fadayomi.
Throughout the week, we learned about God's neighborhood and what it means to be a good

neighbor. We were reminded that everyone is welcome in God's Kingdom and that, as followers
of Christ, we are called to love, serve, and care for those around us.

Thank you for your prayers, encouragement, and generosity. Your support made this life-
changing experience possible.
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LifeServe Blood Center is a nonprofit organization that
provides blood and blood products to hospitals across

Iowa, Nebraska, and South Dakota. 
July 6th • 9:00 a.m. - 2 p.m.
July 20st • 1 p.m. - 6 p.m.

 

Do You Give With Cash or Check?
We strongly encourage you to switch
to digital giving! Scan this QR code
with your smart phone camera, click
the yellow link that will pop up, it
will take you to our online giving
webpage.

Online Giving with
Tithe.ly

Any food or hygiene donations can be
delivered here to the church in our blue
barrel by the office, or taken directly to

Upper Des Moines.
 

UDMO Donations Challenge
July: Cereal & Crackers

 

Evan Ball
4120 Van Buren Avenue
Sutherland, IA 51058
(grandson of Jackie Ball)
 
Brandon Black      
Bradon.black85@yahoo.com
(son of Jon & Lori Black)
 
LTC Mark Ivey
21326 Thimbleweed Ct.
Ashburn, VA 20147
(husband of Cara          
Wilkerson-Ivey)
 
Nathan Jones
29 E. Campus Drive
 Campus Center 116
Bluffton, SC 29909
(son of Deb Jepson)

 
Major Kathryn Polking

1770 E. McKinley Avenue
Des Moines, IA 50320

(sister-in-law of Alison Munter)
 

Lt. COM Patrick Sullivan
5850 Kyiv Place, Box #176

 Dulles, VA 20189-5850
(nephew of Linda Norgaard)

 
SGT Daniel Wilkerson

616 Willow St W, Unit 2
Harrisburg, SD 57032

(son of Rick & Barb Wilkerson)
 

Remembering Our Military 
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Bi r thdays
J u l y  4     M a x  M u n t e r
J u l y  5     C h u c k  J o n e s
J u l y  6     J u d y  L a n g h o l z
J u l y  7     Ro b  K l u e n d e r
J u l y  8     B e t t y  G r a f t o n
J u l y  9     J i m  J o e n k s
J u l y  1 4   W i l l a  S c h m i d t
J u l y  1 6   B e t t y  We i k u m
J u l y  2 0   M a r l y n  B a rg l o f
J u l y  2 1   L o r i  Ad a m s
J u l y  2 5   M a rc i e  M u c ke y
            A l ex  S w a n s o n
J u l y  2 6   D e a n  Pe t e r s o n

ANNIVERSARIES
J U LY  6       T O M  &  S U S A N  H O W E
J U LY  8       N AT E  &  B R E A  S C H M I D T
J U LY  1 0     D E A N  &  S H A R O N  P E T E R S O N
J U LY  2 8     L A R RY  &  K A R E N  F O R B E S
J U LY  3 0     T E R RY  &  JA C Q U E  H E I N R I C H S
 

The First Congregational Church of Spencer joyfully worships and praises God. Bound by
our covenant, we strive to be the Body of Christ throughout the world by loving, helping
and supporting our church family and others through fellowship, missions, and outreach.
Our philosophy encourages all people to experience God’s grace by freely thinking and
building personal relationships with Christ to the glory of God. 

Mission Statement

First Congregational
Church is a member of

the National Association
of Congregational

Christian Churches.
 

Summer Office Hours 
May 27 - August 29

Secretary
Mon - Fri

9:00 - 12:30
 

First Congregational Church
1212 First Avenue West, Spencer, IA 51301
712-262-4392 ~ www.congospencer.org
 FirstCongregationalChurchofSpencerIA
Pastor: Pastor Sharon “Shazzy” Britz
pastor@congospencer.org  
emergency contact 864-407-9022
Church Secretary: Mariana Rosales 
office@congospencer.org
DCYM: Katie Baltes
dcym@congospencer.org
Organist/Accompanist/Bell Choir/Choir Director: Elina Ozolins-Leander
Building Manager: Darin Storm
 

Pastor Shazzy
Mon - Thurs
9:00 - 4:30
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