
MISSION STATEMENT ~ FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH ~ SPENCER, IOWA
The First Congregational Church of Spencer joyfully worships and praises God. Bound by our
covenant, we strive to be the Body of Christ throughout the world by loving, helping and
supporting our church family and others through fellowship, missions, and outreach. Our
philosophy encourages all people to experience God’s grace by freely thinking and building
personal relationships with Christ to the glory of God.
 

Proud to be a member of the National Association of
Congregational Christian Churches. 
 

 
Ministers—All

 Pastor—Pastor Shazzy Britz
 pastor@congospencer.org

Church Secretary— Kerri Pierce
 office@congospencer.org

Organist/Accompanist/Bell Choir & 
 Choir Director—Elina Ozolins-Leander

Building Manager—Darin Storm
 

Do You Give With Cash or Check?
We strongly encourage you to switch to digital giving! Scan
this QR code with your smart phone camera, click the
yellow link that will pop up, it will take you to our online
giving webpage.
 

ONLINE GIVING WITH TITHE.LY

Fellowship Hour: Diane Berg 
Greeter: Frank Edington
Sight, Sound & Light: Matt Bryant, 
 Tommy Gerlock
Usher: Joel & Frank
Worship Assistant: Sheryl Patten

August 17
1:00-6:00



FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
1212 First Avenue West

Spencer, Iowa 51301-3503
Church Office: 712-262-4392
Pastor’s Cell: 864-407-9022

Website: www.congospencer.org
Facebook: FirstCongregationalChurchofSpencerIA

Youtube: Search for “CongoSpencerIA”
                                  

                          
August 16, 2026                                                                    10:30 a.m.

 



AN ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD
August 16, 2026                                                                                   10:30 a.m.

FOR YOUR REFLECTION
“Prayer begins by asking that we may be filled with an ever-growing
knowledge of the will of God. Its great object is to know the will of God . We
are trying not so much to make God listen to us as to make ourselves listen
to him; we are not trying to persuade God to do what we want, but to find
out what he wants us to do.” 

PRELUDE                                    “Simple Gifts”                        arr. John Purifoy
GREETING
            LEADER:           The Lord be with you. (extending arms)
            PEOPLE:         And also with you.
                                       (Congregation responds with extended arms)
*CALL TO WORSHIP
               LEADER:     How very good and pleasant it is when kindred 
                                      live together in unity!
               PEOPLE:   We gather together to worship the Holy 
                                   One in unity! 
               LEADER:   How very good and powerful it is when we commit
                                     to the kingdom of God!
               PEOPLE:  We gather together to discern God’s will 
                                    and declare God’s reign!
               LEADER:    How very good and hopeful it is when we 
                                     reconcile and repair our brokenness and bless 
                                     one another!
               ALL:             We gather together to love and to serve! 
                                     Praise the Holy One!
*OPENING HYMN      “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”             #74

*INVOCATION:Gracious and Healing God, in your presence, we
find the fullness of joy, love, and life. Expand our vision and
write a new way forward upon our hearts. We seek your wisdom
and guidance. We need your comfort and conviction. We trust
your provision and power. As we come near to you, we affirm
your goodness and the goodness within us. Receive our
prescence and our dreams of the world you help us make
possible. Amen.



              THE OFFERING                        Ponder the gifts you will offer to God:    
                                                                          your tithes, your time, your resources.  

            OFFERTORY                 “Blessed Assurance”        arr. by Larry Shackley
  *DOXOLOGY                                                                                                       #563
             *OFFERTORY PRAYER
  *MIDDLE HYMN        “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”            #356
   MISSION REPORT                                                 Vickie & Jim Montgomery
   
  *CLOSING HYMN    “Come, Let us Join with Faithful Souls”                 #360
  *BENEDICTION
  *CHORAL BLESSING          “God Be With You”                                        #580
                                                     God be with you till we meet again
                                                  By his counsels guide, uphold you,
                                                  With his sheep securely fold you;
                                                  God be with you till we meet again. Amen.

  POSTLUDE                                   “Salvation”                     by Gilbert M. Martin

                                               *All who are able please stand

                                                      for Charlie and Minnie Vance from Betty
                                                     Weikum and Donn and Linda Vance and

family.

*CHURCH COVENANT (see screen)
*GLORIA PATRI
ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                         Sheryl Patten
*PASS THE PEACE
*PASTORAL PRAYER
           & LORD’S PRAYER (see screen)



UDMO Food  
Donations 

August 
Pancake Mix & Syrup 

SUNDAY ANNOUNCEMENTS, AUGUST 16, 2026 

 †Please let us know your joys and concerns, if you are live streaming go to the  
   YouTube chat box and type in your prayer request and they will be  
   announced in worship. 
† If you are visiting the church, we have welcome sacks in the back of the  
   sanctuary for you. Please leave your name and contact information on the  
   table. We are so very happy you are here, welcome! 
† Pastoral Care Committee members are Joe Conover, Barb Jacobson, Jennifer  
   Loudermilk, and Jared Gerlock. Please see below for contact information.  
† LifeServe Blood Center here August 17 1:00-6:00.  
† Special meeting will be held on August 19 6:00 

† Please join Betty Weikum in the fireside room for the visitation of her daughter 
p Sherry on August 22 at 3:00 

† UDMO August donations: Pancake Mix & Syrup  
† Please help ensure all doors to the church are locked, check the door behind  
   you when exiting the church if it is not during office hours.  
† Joys & Concerns: Doug Hart, Pastor Shazzy, 
   Angie Edington, Fran Grover, Sara Breyette (former foster daughter of Randy  
   & Judy Van Dyke), Judy Hemphill, Allison (Swenning) Mason, David Ozolins  
   (brother of Elina Ozolins-Leander), Denny Price,   
   Annie Woods Coleman ,Betty Weikum, Spencer Community. 
† We pray for our military personnel: Evan Ball, Brandon Black, Mark Ivey,  
   Nathan Jones, Kathryn Polking, Patrick Sullivan, and Daniel Wilkerson.  
† We pray for our nursing home residents and those at home: John Abele,  
   Bonnie Crosser, Fran Grover, Mary Lou Hoffman, Duaine & Sally Holck, Larry  
   Forbes, Marcie Muckey, Polly Nelson, Dean Saunders, Janet Swanson, Gloria  
   Tingle, and Joyce Wagner. 
 

 

 

August 17 1-6 

 

Secretary Summer 
Hours Begin May 26 

9:00-12:30 



 

 

 

Upcoming Events:   
August 16           Worship 10:30 

August 16           Fellowship 11:30 

August 16           Narcotics Anonymous 7:00 

August 17           LifeServe Blood Center 1:00-6:00 

August 18           CMCC 4:00 

August 18           Narcotics Anonymous 7:00 

August 19   Special Meeting 

August 20           Mayflower Circle at Sammys 11:30 

August 20           Executive Meeting 7:00 

August 23           Blessing of Backpacks 

August 23           Worship 10:30 

August 23           Fellowship 11:30 

August 23           Narcotics Anonymous 7:00 

August 25           Narcotics Anonymous 7:00 

August 30           Worship 10:30 

August 30           Fellowship 11:30 

August 30           Narcotics Anonymous 7:00 

September 1       Narcotics Anonymous 7:00 

September 6    Worship 10:30 

September 6    Fellowship 10:30 

September 6     Narcotics Anonymous 7:00 

September 8        CMF 7:00 

September 8    Narcotics Anonymous 7:00 

September 10      CMW 6:00 

September 10      MARS 5:00 

September 13    Worship 10:30 

September 13    Fellowship 11:30 

September 13    Narcotics Anonymous 7:00 

 

 

 

 

 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastoral Care Committee Members 

Joe Conover jconover@nw.bank   
712-260-1007 

Barb Jacobson msbubby@hotmail.com  
712-260-2673 

Jennifer Loudermilk jloudermilk@royaltelco.net   
712-260-7938 

Jared Gerlock jpgerlock@gmail.com 

712-346-8599 



NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING: 

A petition has been filed to request a special meeting, in accordance with the Bylaws, 
to vote on the termination of Sharon “Shazzy” Britz as Senior Pastor.                          

The special meeting will be held on Wednesday, August 19, 2026 at 6:00 pm, with a 
closed ballot voting procedure.                                                                                        

Please note that per the Bylaws (referenced below), voting will be open to all ACTIVE 
members who are present at the meeting.                                                                       

Respectfully submitted,                                                                                                                  
Amy Simpson, Clerk 

BYLAWS OF FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH                                                                              
Spencer, Iowa 

Article VII, Section 2: SPECIAL MEETINGS 

Special meetings may be called by the Clerk upon written application of any TEN adult 
members specifying the object thereof, which notice shall be read at the public service, or 
printed in the church bulletin or calendar, for TWO Sundays next preceding the day fixed 
for such meeting. No special meeting shall be held on the same day on which notice is 
given. 

Article VII, Section 4: QUORUMS 

At all regular and special meetings of the congregation, FIFTY ACTIVE MEMBERS shall be      
necessary to constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. For Core Ministries, at 
least one-half of their membership shall constitute a quorum. 

Article III, Section 7: VOTING 

Such ACTIVE MEMBERS who are present and such only, may act and vote in the transitions 
of the congregation, unless prohibited in doing so by state law. 

Article III, Section 6: 

An ACTIVE MEMBER is one who has accepted our Church Covenant, who has been duly         
received into church membership, and who is regular in performance of duties, all as   
defined in preceding sections of this Article. 

Article III, Section 5: DUTIES                                                                                                                
Members are expected to be faithful in all spiritual duties essential to the Christian life; to 
attend habitually the services of this church; to give regularly for its support, its              
benevolences and church relations, as they are able; and to share in its organized work. It 
is, of course, understood that life situations may inhibit a member’s full participation in 
one of more of these categories. Grace requires that we honor the member’s intentions. 




