
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
1212 First Avenue West 
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October 4, 2026                                         10:30 a.m. 

AN ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

19TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

October 4, 2026                                                                10:30 a.m. 
 
 

  FOR YOUR REFLECTION 

“The level of your trust in Jesus determines the measure of  
His life you experience.           —Emmanuel Kweku Buabeng  

                              
PRELUDE      “Brethren, We Have Met to Worship”     by David Kidwell 
GREETING                   

 LEADER: The Lord be with you. (extending arms)  

 PEOPLE: And also with you.  
            (Congregation responds with extended arms) 
*CALL To WORSHIP  
 LEADER:  Bless the Lord, my soul; all my being bless his  
                                holy name! 
 PEOPLE: Bless the Lord, my soul. 
 LEADER: The Lord does righteous deeds; brings justice to  
                                the oppressed. 
 PEOPLE: Merciful and gracious is the Lord.   

 LEADER:        As the heavens tower over the earth, 
   so God's love towers over the faithful. 
 PEOPLE: But the Lord's kindness is forever, toward  
                                  the faithful from age to age. 
 LEADER: Let us come and worship our God as beloved 
   creatures of His domain--for He knows how we 
   are formed; His kindness is forever. 
 ALL:  As far as the east is from the west, so far 
   have our sins been removed from us. This is 
   the day the Lord has made—let us rejoice 
   and be glad in it! 
*OPENING HYMN           “Take Time to Be Holy”                  #418 

*INVOCATION: Heavenly Father, we know that where two or 
 three are gathered in your name, You are in our midst. 
 We come to You today with great humility, asking You to 
 remain in our presence and move us to serve You here 
 and in our ordinary, everyday lives. For we know it's in 
 our ordinary, everyday lives that You come to us—loving 
 us, encouraging us, motivating us, hearing us, and for
 giving us. We ask You to give us hearts like Yours in  
 order to bring Your peace, which is beyond all under-       
           standing, to all of Your children here on earth. We ask 
 this is Your holy name. AMEN. 
 



*CHURCH COVENANT (see screen) 
*GLORIA PATRI     
ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                Lori Black 

*PASS THE PEACE                                                          
*PASTORAL PRAYER                         
 & LORD’S PRAYER (see screen) 
 THE OFFERING      Ponder the gifts you will offer to God:  
                 your tithes, your time, your resources.  
 OFFERTORY            “A Quiet Faith”               by Ben Logan 

          *DOXOLOGY                                                    #563 

         *OFFERTORY PRAYER               
MIDDLE HYMN              “Change My Heart, O God”             #420 

OLD TESTATEMENT READING:    Isaiah 50:5-9a        pg. 562-563 

NEW TESTATEMENT READING:   James 2:14-18               pg. 920 
GOSPEL READING:                    Mark 8:27-35                pg. 772 

SERMON               “Show Me The Works”                 Karen Schwaller 
COMMUNION SERVICE: (see screen) 
*CLOSING HYMN             “Jesus Bids Us Shine”                  #461          
*BENEDICTION   
*CHORAL BLESSING       “God Be With You”                        #580 

       God be with you till we meet again 

      By his counsels guide, uphold you, 
       With his sheep securely fold you; 
           God be with you till we meet again. Amen. 
POSTLUDE    “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ ”   arr. by Anna Laura Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                           * ALL WHO ARE ABLE PLEASE STAND  

                             
      
 

October 12   1:00-6:00 

October 26   9:00-1:30 

 

Proud to be a member of the National Association of 
Congregational Christian Churches.  

MISSION STATEMENT ~ FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH ~ SPENCER, IOWA 

The First Congregational Church of Spencer joyfully worships and praises God. Bound by our 
covenant, we strive to be the Body of Christ throughout the world by loving, helping and    
supporting our church family and others through fellowship, missions, and outreach. Our    
philosophy encourages all people to experience God’s grace by freely thinking and building 
personal relationships with Christ to the glory of God. 

Ministers—All 
 Pastor—David Lyons 

pastor@congospencer.org 

Education Coordinator—Katie Baltes 
congospencer.ed@gmail.com  

Church Secretary—Michelle Tullberg 

office@congospencer.org 

Assistant Secretary—Amber Stoutenborough 

amber@congospencer.org 

Organist/Accompanist/Bell Choir &   
Choir Director—Elina Ozolins-Leander 
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The First Congregational Church of Spencer joyfully worships and praises God. Bound by our 
covenant, we strive to be the Body of Christ throughout the world by loving, helping and    
supporting our church family and others through fellowship, missions, and outreach. Our    
philosophy encourages all people to experience God’s grace by freely thinking and building 
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Ministers—All 
 Pastor—Karen Schwaller 

Church Secretary—Michelle Tullberg 

office@congospencer.org 

Organist/Accompanist/Bell Choir &    
Choir Director—Elina Ozolins-Leander 

Building Manager—Darin Storm 

Do You Give With Cash or 
Check? 

We strongly encourage you to 
switch to digital giving! Scan this 

ONLINE GIVING WITH 
TITHE.LY 

 

Fellowship Hour:  Randy & Judy Van Dyke 

Greeter:  Frank Edington 

Sight, Sound & Light: Matt Bryant, Robbie Gerlock,      
                                   Tommy Gerlock 

Usher:  Frank Edington 

Worship Assistant: Lori Black 

 



OCTOBER 4, 2026 

COMMUNION SERVICE 

 

COME FORWARD  
 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION:   
 Forgiving God, we come into Your presence knowing 

 we have fallen short of Your desire for us. We have      
neglected the call and claim You have on our lives as   
individuals and as a community of faith. We ask for      
another chance to make all things new again, that we 
may better follow the way, the truth, and the life. In the 
name of Your Son. Amen. 

 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:  
 We have this assurance that no matter how far we may  
 wander from the way of life we are called to lead, we never 
 move beyond the boundaries of God’s love. We are loved,  
 we are forgiven, we are blessed.  
 

SHARING OF THE BREAD & CUP 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

COMMUNION MUSIC      “Tender Shepherd of the Sheep”     
                                                            arr. by Tracey Craig McKibben 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING:  
 We have eaten, we have drunk, we have embraced the 
 beginning of the new age. Grant, O God, that we who 
 have gathered together on this Day of Resurrection will 
 move on as people of hope, people of life, people of the 
 Kingdom. May the meal we have shared today revive us 
 in body and soul and energize us as we go out to share 
 the Good News. Christ is Risen! Death is Defeated! Life 
 Wins! Alleluia and Amen! 



SUNDAY ANNOUNCEMENTS, OCTOBER 4, 2026 

 †Please let us know your joys and concerns, if you are live streaming go to the  
   YouTube chat box and type in your prayer request and they will be  
   announced in worship. 
† If you are visiting the church, we have welcome sacks in the back of the  
   sanctuary for you. Please leave your name and contact information on the  
   table. We are so very happy you are here, welcome! 
† Please let the church office know if you have not been receiving   
   emails or if you are and no longer wish to receive them.  
† Bell Choir and Choir rehearsals have resumed each Wednesday.   
† Pastoral Care Committee members are Joe Conover, Barb Jacobson, Jennifer  
   Loudermilk, and Jared Gerlock. Please see below for contact information.  
† UDMO October donations: shampoo, bodywash, toothpaste.  
† Please help ensure all doors to the church are locked, check the door behind  
   you when exiting the church if it is not during office hours.  
† Joys & Concerns: Shazzy Britz, Matt Bryant, Judy Hemphill, Bonnie Hoover,  
   Becky Johnson, Denny Price, Bob Rose, Kella Klinker-Simonin, Louise Simpson,  
  Gloria Tingle, Betty Weikum, Spencer Community. 
† We pray for our military personnel: Evan Ball, Brandon Black, Mark Ivey,  
   Nathan Jones, Kathryn Polking, Patrick Sullivan, and Daniel Wilkerson.  
† We pray for our nursing home residents and those at home: John Abele,  
   Bonnie Crosser, Larry Forbes, Fran Grover, Mary Lou Hoffman, Duaine & Sally  
   Holck, Polly Nelson, Bob Rose, Dean Saunders, Janet Swanson, and Gloria  
   Tingle. 

Please join us for an upcoming Adult Education series  

focused on “Understanding the New Testament”, begin-
ning on Sunday, September 27, at 9:00 AM in the Fireside 

Room. Each session will feature a video presentation fol-

lowed by group discussion and reflection. Discussion will 

be led by Kella Klinker Simonin 

 
   The New Testament is a fascinating book—because this  

single “book” is comprised of 27 different books by more than a dozen  
authors, each of whom has a different perspective and is responding to a  
different set of historical circumstances.  

 
In this series, you can discover how: 

• Christian practices developed; 

• Conflicts of belief were debated and addressed; 

• The institution of the Church evolved; and a man named Jesus  
      of Nazareth was transformed into the Messiah. 



 

 

 

Upcoming Events:   
October 4            Adult Education 9:00 

October 4            Kids Sunday School 9:30 

October 4     Worship & Communion 10:30 

October 4    Fellowship 11:30 

October 4            Narcotics Anonymous 7:00 

October 6            Congo Night Out 5:00 at Axaholics RSVP by Oct 5 to office 

October 6            Narcotics Anonymous 7:00 

October 7            Bell Choir 5:00 

October 7            Choir 6:00 

October 8            MARS 5:00 

October 8    CMW  6:00 

October 11        Adult Education 9:00 

October 11           Kids Sunday School 9:30 

October 11           Worship 10:30 

October 11           Fellowship 11:30 

October 11           CME 11:45 

October 11           CMM 11:45 

October 11           Narcotics Anonymous 7:00 

October 12           Church Office Closed in observance of Columbus Day 

October 12           Life Serve Blood Center 1:00—6:00 

October 13           CMM 5:00October 13           CMF 7:00 

October 13           Narcotics Anonymous 

October 14           Bell Choir 5:00 

October 14           Choir 6:00 

October 15           Mayflower Circle 1:00 

October 15           Executive Meeting 7:00 

October 16           Wedding Decorating 

October 17           Wedding  
 

 

 

                  
 

  
 

     

UDMO Food  
Donations 

October 
Shampoo, Body Wash, Toothpaste                                     

Pastoral Care  
Committee Members 

Joe Conover jconover@nw.bank   
712-260-1007 

Barb Jacobson msbubby@hotmail.com  
712-260-2673 

Jennifer Loudermilk jloudermilk@royaltelco.net   
712-260-7938 

Jared Gerlock jpgerlock@gmail.com 

712-346-8599 

Kids Sunday 
School PK-5th 

Starts Oct. 4 

9:30 

Adult Education 

Starts September 27 

9:00 

Congo Night Out 
October 6 

Axaholics 

5:00 RSVP to Office 

Beginning 

September 30 

Bell Choir 5:00 

Choir 6:00 


